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Boys & Girls Club Presents more than $28,000 in Scholarships to Members
Shelton, CT, May 18, 2017 – The Boys & Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley
held its 2017 Scholarship Award Ceremony on May 16, 2017. Linda Welch, Chair of
the Scholarship Committee, awarded 20 students with a combined total of $28,949 in
college scholarships. It was a wonderful evening with the recipients and family.
The scholarship recipients were, Samantha B., Matthew B., Megan B., Jess C., Holly C.,
Mackenzie C., Kiara D., Alina G., Julia H., Kyle H., Emily K., Jaylen L., Sabrina M.,
William M., Yancere P., Keith P., Taylor Q., Tayliah Q., Marila S. and Lauren S. The
scholarships and awards amounts were as follows:
Scholarship Information
Coram Gardens Civic Association - $7,000
This award was established in 1987 by the former Coram Gardens Civic Association to
help improve the quality of life for those people from the geographic region of Coram
Gardens. Since its inception, more than $137,000 has been disbursed to help defer the
cost of college tuitions.
Raymond P. Lavietes - $4,000
This award was established in 2005 by long-time friend and supporter Ray Lavietes. Ray
left our Boys & Girls Club a bequest of $100,000 to help our members afford a secondary
education. Thanks to Ray’s generosity, more than $43,000 has been disbursed in
scholarship funds.
Dr. Edward G. Bednar - $5,000
This award was established in 2010, in memory of “Doc” Bednar, a long-time Board
member and unfailing supporter of our Club and the children who attend every day. Since
the first scholarship only seven years ago, the Bednar family has already awarded more
than $12,200 to help students pursuing an education in the healthcare field.
George C. & Margaret Smith - $5,000
George C. and Margaret Smith left a surprise bequest of $100,000 to our Boys & Girls
Club. Since its inception this fund has provided more than $114,000 for secondary
education to our young men and women.
Fortin Family Foundation - $5,000
This new scholarship is being awarded for the first time this year, to a member of the
graduating class to further their post-high school education at an accredited post-high
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school institution. A recipient may reapply for such scholarship in ensuing college years
up to a maximum of four years.
George & Beatrice Ryan - $2,949
After leaving the service after World War II, Shelton resident George Ryan jumped with
both feet into the automotive industry. Many years later, Mr. Ryan is still passionate
about the career that has taken him from the gas pumps to the successful Curtiss-Ryan
Honda car dealership. And now George is eager to share his passion by extending a
helping hand to others who enter the field. “I always thought I should give back to the
community,” said Mr. Ryan. “It has supported me, and I believe that I should support it.”
In 2004, Ryan chose to do exactly that by establishing the George and Beatrice Ryan
Scholarship Fund at Valley Community Fund, which provides scholarships to students
who are planning to study automotive administration, sales or technology.
For more information about the Boys & Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley, visit
us at www.BGC-LNV.org.
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